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1. Introduction 
 

This report is a study of the relationship between legal firearm ownership and crime. It has been 

reviewed by academics with expertise in this area, in reaction to the process by the European 

Commission to amend the EU Firearms Directive with much more restrictions on legal firearm 

ownership. Such changes are allegedly justified by purported links between legal fiream ownership, 

crime and terrorism in the EU. However, such purported links are highly controversial, especially in 

view of the data available to the EU Commission in preparing such amendments to the Directive. 

 

Death is inevitable, but premature death can be prevented. There are enormous differences in the 

rate of fatal injuries throughout the EU. Eurosafe estimates that almost 100 000 lives could be saved 

each year if every country in the EU-27 reduced its injury mortality rate to the same level as in the 

Netherlands or Spain. Suicides, road accidents and falls are the three main causes of fatal injuries. 

Interpersonal violence and fire are the least likely causes of fatal injuries.  

 

Between 2000 and 2012 almost 3 million people lost their lives by external causes in Europe (see 

chapter 2). Less than 2,4% were firearms-related suicides (see chapter 5). Less than 0,5% (12.076) 

were firearms-related homicides (see chapter 7). Both rates decreased by more than 30% in the last 

decade. There is no evidence of  1000 annual homicides committed with legally held firearms. 

 

Homicides get media coverage; even more so if they are committed with firearms. For this reason 

firearms became the "weapon of choice" for school shooters who want to become famous, as well as 

for terrorists who want to spread fear. Terrorists shifted from hard targets to soft targets and from 

bombings to armed assaults since 2004 with al Qaeda.1 

The prominent criminologist and gun control advocate Peter Squires stated: 

"[P]oliticians tend to respond to highly publicised murders by reassuring the 

public about the toughness of their intentions.  

[W]e should not assess government policy on gun crime on the basis of the 

febrile aftermath of distressing events.  

Most of the problems associated with the illegal use of firearms require social 

and economic rather than criminal justice solutions." (see chapter 7.2.2.) 

  

                                                           

 

1
 "Active Shooters: Threat and defense for soft targets", Katja Triebel, 2015 

http://www.firearms-united.com/firearms-united-articles/55-active-shooters
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The action of the European Commission seems unreasonable, since 

¶ if there is no correlation between legal access to firearms and suicide rates, then there is no 

justification in quoting suicide rates in arguments for restricted access to firearms (see 

chapter 5.2.); 

 

¶ if state control is praised as solution, even when this has not had any impact during the last 

800 years, as against social and culture change (see chapter 6.4, 6.5 and 7.2),  

 

¶ if firearms-related homicides rates are misused to justify access restrictions, since there is no 

correlation between legal firearm access and homicide rates (see chapter 7.1); 

 

¶ if the "Evaluation of the Firearms Directive" to promote the proposed changes, misuses 

individual "episodes" of crime or terrorism to generalise a mistrust of more than 16 million 

law-abiding citizens, especially when it is admitted therein that there are important gaps in 

the statistics (see chapter 8.1); 

 

¶ if EC DG Home presents incorrect data (see chapter 8.2); 

 

For example, the German Ministry of the Interior (BMI) researched the utility of greater restrictions 

to legal access to firearms in 2010 and 2014 (see chapter 7.4.).  

It stated: 

An identification of particularly dangerous weapons based on specific design 

features [..] is not possible.  

[T]he BMI sees no reason to extend the existing rules, which have proved 

themselves in principle, to target firearms by target shooters. A measurable 

increase in safety should be not to be expected of such a scheme. 

  



 

  
Contact author: katja@triebel.de © 2015 Katja Triebel 

 

  

5 Report:                                    Firearms in Europe 

2. Fatal injuries 
We can use available reference databases to identify risks related to specific age-groups, activities, 

settings or environments, responsible policy or legal domains and we can focus measures on the 

people most likely to be at risk - as victims and offenders.i2 

In 2013 Eurosafe published the report about "Injuries in the European Union".  

This summary for the years 2008-2010 shows interesting data, determine the eight top priorities 

(places/causes of injury) and are showing trends between 1998 and 2010. All tables and figures and 

italic phrases in this chapter are copies of this report. Comments by me in roman letters. 3  

 

There are enormous differences in the rate of fatal injuries throughout the EU (Table 2.3). It is 

estimated that almost 100 000 lives could be saved each year if every country in the EU-27 reduced its 

injury mortality rate to the same level as in the Netherlands or Spain which currently have the lowest 

rate of fatal injuries in the EU. (see Figure 2.3) 

 

                                                           

 

2
 Global Strategies to Reduce Violence by 50% in 30 Years: Global Violence Reduction Conference 2014 

3
 Injuries in the European Union, EuroSafe 2013 

http://www.vrc.crim.cam.ac.uk/VRCconferences/conference/reportsinglepage/view
http://ec.europa.eu/health/data_collection/docs/idb_report_2013_en.pdf
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There are also huge differences between EU countries as to the main causes of injury deaths, which is 

of course related to geographic circumstances (the abundant presence of open water for instance), and 

are relevant for considering national priorities in injury prevention (Table 2.4). 

The proportion of fatal injuries by interpersonal violence is lowest in Slovenia (0,7%) and highest in 

Latvia (6,8%) with an average of 2%. Self-inflicted death is lowest in Cyprus (4,2%) and highest in 

Lithuania (32,7%) with an average of 24%. 

 

Suicides, road accidents and falls are the three main causes of fatal injuries, together representing 58% 

of all injury deaths (Figure 2.5).  

Interpersonal violence together with fire are the least likely causes of fatal injuries with 2% for each 

cause. 

 

In almost all age groups, males bear a considerably higher risk of fatal injury than females.  

Injuries are a leading cause of death for young people, from early childhood, until middle age.  
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Although the relative percentage of fatal injuries is decreasing in higher ages, their absolute number 

increases sharply from an age of about 75 years (Figure 2.6). 

 

Homicides, fatal road and work-place accidents show the most favourable trends over the past years. 

Much less impressive is the decrease of suicides and home and leisure accidents (Figure 2.7). 

 

Homicide decreased by 55%, suicide decreased by more than 40% between 1998 and 2010. 

 

The number of fatal home and leisure injuries, mainly attributed to falls among the elderly, is 

increasing at a faster rate than demographic trends. 
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3. Data analysis 
The criminologist Manuel Eisner, Oxford University, wrote:4  

Police statistics report homicides known to the police, usually meaning that prima facie evidence 

suggests an intentional killing of a person. DepenŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

broken down by legal subcategories such as infanticide, murder, and manslaughter. Mortality 

statistics, on the other hand, are based on the death certificates completed by the coroner, pathologist, 

or surgeon. Classification as homicide implies that the death is believed to have been the result of an 

intentional act. As a rule, the verdict is based on an inquest that reflects the available forensic 

evidence. 

Theoretically, both sets of data should be stronƎƭȅ ŎƻǊǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƻǊƻƴŜǊΩǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ƻŦ άƘƻƳƛŎƛŘŜέ 

requires further criminal investigation while a corpse found by the police should always lead to a 

forensic inquest.  

Yet differences may occur for various reasons other than slippage in record-keeping: First, the 

territorial reference differs as the police count events that happen in a country while mortality statistics 

register events that happen to the residential population of a country. Second, police statistics record 

the year when the crime became known while mortality statistics count the year when the death 

occurred. Third, police records and death certificates are not necessarily completed at the same time 

and the legal assessment of the death may have changed between both procedures. 

The criminologist Eisner concludes: Scientists should calculate the correlations between homicide 

rates according to mortality statistics and according to police statistics. Values of correlations 

between  r = .83 and r = .92 over longer periods of time are suggesting a good fit. For Europe both 

rates seem to fit as one can see at 

this figure of UNODC Homicide 

Statistic.  

Eisner, who compared homicide 

rates in Europe for 700 years, is 

showing that offender rates peak at 

the age of 20-40. Societies with a 

younger population will therefore 

always have higher homicide rates 

than societies with an older 

population.  

The opposite relationship is valid for 

suicides. In Western countries with 

older populations suicide rates are 

raising for people aged 65 and older. In older populations even homicides by altruistic reasons 

(retired husband kills his wife who suffered for years with mental deficiency and then himself) are an 

occurring phenomenon, but no threat to the society. 

Therefore we need to calculate age-standardized victimization rates for meaningful statistical 

comparisons. 

                                                           

 

4
 Modernity Strikes Back? Manuel Eisner, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, UK, 2008 

http://www.vrc.crim.cam.ac.uk/vrcresearch/paperdownload/manuel-eisner-increase-in-interpersonal-violence.pdf
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3.1. European Homicide Monitor (EHM) 

The EU knows about this problem in statistics and funded a 3-years research project in Scandinavia. 

The National Council for Crime Prevention (Sweden), The National Research Institute of Legal Policy 

(Finland) and The Institute for Criminal Law and Criminology at Leiden University (The Netherlands) 

studied more than 1.500 homicides in their three countries, developed  a database for statistics and 

went deep into the details of each homicide. The results were published in 2011 ("First Study on the 

European Homicide Monitor Data"). The following tables and figures and italic phrases are copies of 

this study. Comments by me in roman letters. 5 

Crimes that lead to homicide through murder, manslaughter or aggravated assault involve the most 

severe types of violence. Within the EU there is no Union-wide systematic collection of data regarding 

lethal violence. Therefore, questions about the incidence and characteristics of homicides within EU 

member states as well as comparisons between countries regarding trends, levels and structural 

similarities and differences have remained unanswered. 

It is the hope and expectation of the three project members that the project will lead to the 

establishment of the foundations of a European Homicide Monitor (EHM) and that the database can 

and will be used by other European states by adding national data to the international dataset as well 

as using the data for analyses on lethal violence in Europe. 

The EHM also helps the targeting of homicide prevention efforts. Since homicide is not randomly 

distributed in physical and social space, the database can help governments and agencies target 

homicide prevention efforts in terms of identifying social structures (socio-demographic characteristics 

such as age, gender, socioeconomic status and ethnic background, etc.), as well as when and where 

homicides are most likely to occur in terms of variations in time and location. In other words it can be 

used to identify both social and situational crime preventive strategies.  

 

Unfortunately this study did not reach its goal. We still have no EHM, no systematic collection, no 

coherent EU targeting of prevention.  At least I can highlight the report's major findings in the 

following chapter 7.1. 

  

                                                           

 

5
 Homicide in Finland, the Netherlands and Sweden, EHM, 2011 

http://www.optula.om.fi/material/attachments/optula/julkaisut/tutkimuksia-sarja/8It9S2hqZ/259_Granath_et_al_2011.pdf
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4. Suicide 
Suicide, suicide attempts and self-harm are frequent causes of hospitalisation and/or premature 

death. I therefore look first on the facts and impacts which are presented in Eurosafe's report about 

"Injuries in the European Union". The following tables and figures and italic phrases are copies of this 

report. Comments by me in roman letters. 6 

Suicidal behaviour is often the consequence of a number of factors that have interacted, including 

acute stressors and negative life events (e.g., bereavement, loss of employment, separation, illness), 

symptoms associated with an acute episode of mental illness or substance use disorder (e.g., psychosis, 

depression, intoxication), personality characteristics, social and/or economic circumstances. 

While not itself a mental disorder, suicidal behaviour is highly correlated to mental illness and 

addiction. Studies indicate that more than 90% of suicide victims have a diagnosable mental illness or 

substance use disorder. 

 

4.1. Suicide in Europe by Eurosafe 

 

Fatal injuries 

Suicide in the EU is among the three leading causes of death in the age group 15-44 for both men and 

women. 

25% of all fatal injuries, or about 57 000 cases annually, recorded in the national cause of death 

registers in the EU-27 are related to suicides (Table 2.2). 

 

  

                                                           

 

6
 Injuries in the European Union, EuroSafe 2013 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/data_collection/docs/idb_report_2013_en.pdf
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The majority of suicides are committed by strangulation, hanging or suffocation (Table 10.1) 

Firearms are used in only 7% of suicides. 

 

The average rate of suicides is 20 per 100 000 for males and 5 for females (the average for both sexes 

combined is 12 per 100 000; Figure 10.2) For both sexes the rate of suicides is increasing with the age. 

There is a first peak in the age of 50-54, and a second one in the old age of 85+ (Figure 10.2). 

Note: Female suicide rates are evenly increasing without peaks at a low level. 
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On average, the suicide rate in the EU member states is higher in most of the new member states, 

while southern EU countries together with the United Kingdom have the lowest suicide rates. The 

current suicide rate is highest in Lithuania (33) and Slovenia (21). The lowest suicide rates were 

registered in Cyprus (4) and Greece, Italy and Malta (6). 

Marked sex differences exist in the choice of the methods of suicide (Figure 10.3). 

Females use very seldom firearms, strangulation or sharp objects for suicides. 

 

Trends 

Until 2007 the suicide rate in the EU had been steadily declining. Since 2008, probably due to the 

economical crises, the rate has been increasing again. 

The Central Statistics Office figures confirm that suicides among men in Ireland rose sharply as the 

economy went into severe recession in 2008. 

Non-fatal injuries 

The share of intentional self-harm cases of all EU IDB cases is 1.3%. This proportion translates in to an 

EU estimate of 418 000 people that have to be treated in hospital for intentional self-harm (0.8 

hospital-treated injury per 1 000 inhabitants). A relatively high proportion of these cases (51% or 213 

000 cases) have to be admitted for further treatment as inpatients. 

More than 60% of self-harm victims are female; the respective share among adolescents is even 

higher than 70%. 

According to the EU IDB, especially adolescents between 15 and 24 years of age (30%) are over-

represented in the recorded cases as compared to their share of the population of only 12%. 

Poisoning accounts for the vast majority of injuries diagnosed as intentional self-harm (67% in men as 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿƻƳŜƴύΤ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άǇƛŜǊŎƛƴƎκǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜέΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƻǳƴŘǎΣ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ.  

άtǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭκǇǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

most recent crises that led to the self-harm incident (so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇǊƻȄƛƳŀƭ Ǌƛǎƪ-ŦŀŎǘƻǊέύ 

59 in 100 patients reported that there was a previous episode of intentional self-harm. 
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4.2. Suicides in Europe by WHO and OECD 

 

Suicide by gender and age groups in Europe by WHO, estimates for 2008. 7 

Age group Males 
rate 

Male 
number 

Females 
rate 

Female 
number 

Male-female 
rate ratio 

0-4 0.0 0 0 0 0 

5-14 1.0 509 0.4 203 2,5 

15-24 19.1 19.635 4.2 4.001 4,6 

30-44 26.8 25.842 5.4 5.228 5,0 

45-59 33.6 28.615 7.7 7.017 4,4 

60-69 29.2 10.480 8.1 3.464 3,6 

70-79 37.9 9.329 9.9 3.559 3,8 

80+ 53.2 5.070 14.0 2.924 3,8 

Total 23.1 99.480 5.8 26.395 4,0 

The highest suicide rates for both sex are in the age group of older than 70.  

The male-female rate ration is 4:1. 

OECD health report 2014:8 

Suicide rates vary widely across European countries, with the lowest rates in southern European 

countries ς Cyprus, Greece, Malta, Italy and Spain ς as well as in the United Kingdom, and the highest 

rates in Lithuania, Hungary, Slovenia and Latvia (where suicide rates are more than 50% higher than 

the EU average). There is an eight-fold difference between Lithuania and Cyprus, the countries with the 

highest and lowest death rates. 

Between 2000 and 2011, suicide rates have decreased by 20% across European countries, with 

pronounced declines of over 35% in some countries such as Estonia and Latvia, although suicide rates 

in these two countries remain above the EU average .  

On the other hand, death rates from suicides have increased in a few countries. In Portugal, suicide 

rates increased mainly between 2000 and 2002, and have remained fairly stable since then. Previous 

studies have shown a strong link between adverse economic conditions, higher levels of stress, anxiety 

and depression, and higher levels of suicide (e.g. Ceccherini-Nelli and Priebe, 2011; van Gool and 

Pearson, 2014). Suicide rates rose at the start of the economic crisis in a number of European countries, 

mainly among men (Chang et al., 2013), but in many countries this trend did not persist. 

                                                           

 

7
 Värnik, P. Suicide in the World. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2012, 9, 760-771. 

8
 OECD (2014), Health at a Glance: Europe 2014, OECD Publishing. 

http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/9/3/760
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/health_glance_eur-2014-en
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4.3. Suicide in the World 

Peeter Värnik published 2014 his article "Suicide in the World:9 

Suicides in the world amount to 782 thousand in 2008 according to the WHO estimate, which is 1.4% 

of total mortality and 15% of injury mortality.  

¶ The suicide rate for the world as a whole is estimated at 11.6 per 100,000 inhabitants.  

¶ The maleςfemale rate ratio of suicide is estimated to be highest in the European Region 

(4.0) and the lowest in the Eastern Mediterranean region (1.1).  

¶ Among males the highest suicide rate in the 15ς29 age group is in the SE Asian region, in the 

45ς59 age group in European males and for ages above 60 in the Western Pacific region.  

¶ Females from SE Asia have a remarkably high suicide rate among 15ς29-year-olds and from 

age 45 in the Western Pacific region.  

During the past six decades, according to the WHO Japan, Hungary, and Lithuania have topped the 

list of world countries by suicide rate, but if the current trends continue South Korea will overtake all 

others in a few years. The heart of the problem of suicide mortality has shifted from Western Europe to 

Eastern Europe and now seems to be shifting to Asia. China and India are the biggest contributors to 

the absolute number of suicides in the world.  

 

 

Male-female rate ratio was the highest in Puerto Rico (6.6), Slovakia (6.6) and Poland (6.4), while it 

was the lowest in China (0.9), which is currently the only country where the rate for females is higher 

than for males.  

  

                                                           

 

9
 Värnik, P. Suicide in the World. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2012, 9, 760-771. 

http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/9/3/760
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5. Suicides with Firearms 
WHO wrote in its "Global Suicide Report 2014":10 

Suicide by firearms is a highly lethal method, accounting for the majority of suicides in some countries, 

such as the USA. Available data show a close correlation between the proportions of households 

owning firearms and the proportion of firearm suicides. Legislation restricting firearm ownership has 

been associated with a reduction in firearm suicide rates in many countries, including Australia, 

Canada, New Zealand, Norway and the United Kingdom. 

However, does this simply reflect a change in the method rather than a real reduction in the absolute 

rate of suicides? 

In June 2015 the Flemish Peace Institute uphold a seminar tƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ΨFirearms and 

Violent Deaths in Europe " Mr Fabio Marini, Head of Firearms Task Force at DG HOME, European 

Commission, Mr Piet De Bruyn, Member of the Flemish Parliament and Prof Keith Krause, 

Programme Director of the Small Arms Survey, were in the reaction panel with their guests: 11: 

Suicide rates with firearms are higher in countries with high gun ownership than in countries with low 

gun ownership. Suicide with firearms were committed mostly by men (96%) of whom more than 40% 

were at least 65 years old. Youths committing suicides in Europe is not common. Most gunshot suicides 

are committed with legally-held firearms. 

The two main questions:  

¶ /ŀƴ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ά{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ ōȅ CƛǊŜŀǊƳέ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻȄȅ ŦƻǊ Ǝǳƴ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΚ 

¶ Can restricted access to firearms lower suicide rates? 

 

5.1. Can we use "Suicide by Firearm" as a proxy for Gun Ownership? 

In 1998, a study - supported by the Joyce Foundation in Social Science & Medicine found that gun 

ownership was more strongly associated with gun suicides than with gun homicides.12 A 2004 review 

by the National Research Council (US) concluded that, "higher rates of household firearms ownership 

are associated with higher rates of gun suicide."13 Martin Killias, in a 1993 study covering 21 

countries, found that there were significant correlations between gun ownership and gun-related 

suicide.14 A study published by Killias et al. in 2001, based on a larger sample of countries found "very 

strong correlations between the presence of guns in the home and suicide committed with a gun."15 

                                                           

 

10
 Preventing suicide: A global imperative, WHO World Report 2014 

11
 {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ΨCƛǊŜŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴǘ 5ŜŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ, 2015 

12
 Kaplan, Mark S.; Geling, Olga (May 1998). "Firearm suicides and homicides in the United States: regional 

variations and patterns of gun ownership". Social Science & Medicine 46 (9): 1227ς1233.doi:10.1016/S0277-
9536(97)10051-X. 
13

 National Research Council (2005), Wellford, C. F.; Pepper, J. V.; Petrie, C. V., eds., Firearms and Violence: A 
Critical Review., Committee to Improve Research Information and Data on Firearms, Washington, DC: The 
National Academies Press  
14

 Killias, Martin (1993), Del Frate, A. A.; et al., eds., "Gun ownership, suicide and homicide: an international 
perspective" (PDF),Understanding crime: experiences of crime and crime control 
15

 Killias, M.; van Kesteren, J.; Rindlisbacher, M. (2001). "Guns, violent crime, and suicide in 21 
countries". Canadian Journal of Criminology 43 (4): 429ς448. 

http://www.who.int/mental_health/suicide-prevention/world_report_2014/en/
http://www.flemishpeaceinstitute.eu/activities/seminar-and-report-launch-%E2%80%98firearms-and-violent-deaths-europe%E2%80%99
http://sethcurry.ga/Digital_object_identifier
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016%2FS0277-9536%2897%2910051-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016%2FS0277-9536%2897%2910051-X
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10881.html
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10881.html
http://www.unicri.eu/documentation_centre/publications/series/understanding/19_GUN_OWNERSHIP.pdf
http://www.unicri.eu/documentation_centre/publications/series/understanding/19_GUN_OWNERSHIP.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/Abstract.aspx?id=191355
https://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/Abstract.aspx?id=191355


 

  
Contact author: katja@triebel.de © 2015 Katja Triebel 

 

  

16 Report:                                    Firearms in Europe 

All studies about gun ownership and suicides show evidence of a link between gun ownership and 

suicides by firearms. It does not matter if the author is an advocate for gun control or gun rights or 

an objective scientist. 

5.1.1. Suicides in Austria (1982-2011) by Dr. Westphal 

Dr. Christian Westphal  researched in detail this topic in Austria and could use official data from 1982 

to 2011:16 

Austria has relatively low restrictions on the acquisition of firearms but has become increasingly 

concerned with monitoring legally purchased firearms. Austrian data on concealed carry licenses are 

available from 1982 to the present for all Austrian counties. This provides a reasonable, albeit 

imperfect, nationwide proxy for gun ownership taken directly from administrative data on firearm 

permits. These data have been used to compute correlations between firearm ownership rates and 

suicide rates in the medical literature (Etzersdorfer, Kapusta and Sonneck, 2006), and provide an 

intriguing starting point for poǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ C{{ ǇǊƻȄȅ όάǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎ ōȅ 

ŦƛǊŜŀǊƳέ ƻŦ άŀƭƭ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎέύ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ 

and firearms. 

¢ǿƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊΥ όмύ /ŀƴ ǘƘŜ C{{ ǇǊƻȄȅ όάǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎ ōȅ ŦƛǊŜŀǊƳέ ƻŦ άŀƭƭ 

ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎέύǇǊƻȄȅ ŦƻǊ Ǝǳƴ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ Ǝǳƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎΚ ς and (2) What 

can be said about the relationship between firearms and suicide in Austria after a careful review of the 

methods used for analysis in former work?  Answering these questions results in two main findings.  

First, I confirm the validity of the FSS (Firearms Suicides for all Suicides) proxy. An 

association between firearms and firearm suicides is persistent across all 

methods of analysis used and a variety of model specifications. 

This is pretty plausible. Imagine everyone who wants to commit suicide having a gun at hands: Surely 

more people will kill themselves with guns compared to a situation where guns are unobtainable. It 

does not matter for this measure if the suicide decision depends on the gun availability, i.e. if the gun 

availability increases the overall rate of suicides.
17

 

5.2. Can restricted access to firearms lower suicide rates? 

Gary Kleck, a professor of criminology at Florida State University in Tallahassee wrote 1993 his award 

winning book "Point Blank":18 The availability of guns may (at best) influence the choice of method, 

but apparently does not affect the overall frequency of suicide.  

The findings indicate that gun ownership appears to have no effect on rates of 

total suicide. 

Though the associations were not significant, gun ownership was positively associated with the gun 

suicide rate and negatively related to the non-gun suicide rate.(pp 255-256)
19

 

As his book was written 20 years ago one has to have a look at the actual suicides rates.  

                                                           

 

16
 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ ōȅ CƛǊŜŀǊƳέ tǊƻȄȅ ŦƻǊ Dǳƴ hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΣ Westphal, 2013 

17
 Reanalyzing the social costs of gun ownership, Westphal, Homepage 

18
 Point Blank: Guns and Violence in America, Gary Kleck, 1994 

 

https://www.uni-marburg.de/fb02/makro/forschung/magkspapers/33-2013_westphal.pdf
https://westphal.de/Reanalyzing-The-social-costs-of-gun-ownership.4.0.html
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJM199402033300523
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Figure 1.7.1. of the OECD health report 2014 show Lithuania, Hungary, Slovenia, Lativia with high 

rates: 

 

¶ Japan with a very strict gun law has one of the highest suicide rates. 

¶ Switzerland with the most permissive gun law in Europe has a standard total suicide rate. 

This one could be even lower, if Switzerland would not practise "suicide tourism". Because 

Switzerland allows "assisted suicide" since 1941, many citizens from other countries ended 

their lives in Switzerland.  

¶ New Zealand, Norway and Sweden have stricter gun laws, lower gun ownership and similar 

suicides rates as the US. 

The countries with the highest suicide rates are not the countries with the most legal gun owners.  
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5.2.1 Gun Ownership, Suicide and Homicide in UK (1998-2007) 

 

Lets take  a detailed look at the United Kingdom where all legally held firearms are registered. These 

are the average numbers of deaths by firearms, differentiated by intent, region and sex (1998-2007) 

and the number of registered firearms per certificate per 100 000 inhabitants (data from the UK 

Office of National Statistics):20 

Region Nos. of legal 
gun owners 

(rang) 

Suicide 
(rang) 

Uninten-
tional 
(rang) 

Unknown 
motif   
(rang) 

Homicide/ 
Manslaughter 

(rang) 

South West 5222,4 (1) 2,72 (2) 0,12 (1) 0,28 (5) 0,40 (9) 

East of England 4947,6 (2) 2,57 (3) 0,06 (8) 0,33 (4) 0,55 (7) 

Wales 3963,6 (3) 2,78 (1) 0,10 (2) 0,34 (2) 0,17 (10) 

South East 3901,0 (4) 2,08 (4) 0,09 (4) 0,21 (7) 0,53 (8) 

East Midlands 3425,8 (5) 1,94 (6) 0,06 (8) 0,37 (1) 0,69 (5) 

West Midlands 3317,1 (6) 2,06 (5) 0,09 (4) 0,17 (10) 0,77 (3) 

Yorkshire + 
Humber 

2755,3 (7) 1,55 (7) 0,10 (2) 0,34 (2) 0,70 (4) 

North East 2545,1 (8) 1,45 (8) 0,04 (10) 0,20 (8) 0,63 (6) 

North West 1992,9 (9) 1,25 (9) 0,07 (7) 0,28 (5) 1,42 (2) 

Greater London 269,9 (10) 0,70 (10) 0,08 (6) 0,19 (9) 2,79 (1) 

Total (n)   984 44 141 527 

Sex (m:f)   21,4:1 43:1 34,3:1 6,42:1 

 

¶ South West, East of England and Wales have the most legal gun owners and also the most 

suicides with firearms.  

¶ South West, East of England and Wales have the less homicides/manslaughters.  

¶ Greater London has the least legal gun owners and the least suicides with firearms 

¶ Greater London has the most homicide/manslaughters with firearms. 

It is notable that the rate of suicide with firearms by males is more than 20 times higher than 

suicides with firearms by females.  

                                                           

 

20
 Civilian firearm injury and death in England and Wales, Davies, Wells,Squires, Hodgetts, Lecky, 2012 

http://emj.bmj.com/content/29/1/10.full.pdf+html
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5.3. Conclusions 

 

Criminologists agree that there is a strong correlation between legal gun ownership and suicides 

with firearms. 

Nowadays 40 percent of new gun owners in the US are female. However, they meanwhile represent 

less than20% of the total gun owners in the US, even though this is changing. Even in Europe one can 

see this change on a smaller scale. More than 20% of the Germans who become new hunters these 

days are female, 10% of all Norwegian hunters are female and even more and more women join the 

ranks of target shooters. In ten years Europe will have at least 10% female gun owners. 

The maleςfemale rate ratio of suicide is the highest in the European Region. (4:1). Firearms are 

seldom used by females. In UK the male-female rate ration for firearms-related suicide was 21:1. 

The proxy FSS may become invalid in the near future as female gun ownership increases. 

If the access to firearms will be limited, the suicides with firearms will certainly decrease. But will the 

rates of overall suicides decrease, too? 

¶ US (30% households with guns) and Germany (3% households with guns) have the same 

suicide rate (apx. 11/100.000).  

¶ Switzerland's (30% households with guns) suicide rate is lower (9/100.000), even though 

medical supported suicides are allowed and as such there are many "imported suicides" by 

people who commit suicide (with medical support) in Switzerland but do live in Europe.  

¶ Japan (less than 1% households with guns) has a suicide rate of 18/100.000.  

¶ Japanese women commit suicide more often than male citizens in the USA. 

¶ In the USA the number of female gun owners doubled in the last 20 years, but this has not 

affected female suicide rates.  

Dr. Christian Westphal researched 2013 the correlations between firearm ownership rates and 

suicide rates in Austria.:21 

Austria has relatively low restrictions on the acquisition of firearms but has become increasingly 

concerned with monitoring legally purchased firearms. Austrian data on concealed carry licenses are 

available from 1982 to the present for all Austrian counties. The association between firearms and 

firearm suicides, well known from the extant literature, is confirmed at a reasonable level of 

significance.  

No association is found for firearms and overall suicides. 

  

                                                           

 

21
  Simulation of Rare Events Case-Control Studies, Christian Westphal, 2013 

http://archiv.ub.uni-marburg.de/diss/z2013/0483/pdf/dcw.pdf
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6. Homicide 
Homicide can be the fatal result of interpersonal violence. Therefore I take a look first on the fatal 

injuries which are presented in Eurosafe's report about "Injuries in the European Union"22. The 

following tables and figures and italic phrases are copies of this report. 

6.1. Interpersonal violence by Eurosafe 

Interpersonal violence is an issue of growing public concern and includes domestic violence, child 

abuse, elder abuse and youth violence. Interpersonal violence takes many forms (physical, mental and 

sexual) and occurs in different environments (in the family, between intimate partners, in the 

community, in institutions and at work). 

Fatal injuries 

About 2% of all fatal injuries in the EU-27, or about 4 600 cases annually, that are recorded in the 

national cause of death registers are related to homicide (Table 2.2). 

 

The current homicide rate in the EU is highest in the Baltic region (above 5.5 per 100 000 in all three 

countries); among the other EU member states the rate ranges from to 2.4 in Romania to 0.3 in the 

United Kingdom. 

Wrong data for UK 

Again we deal with the problems of statistics. The homicide rate of UK is not 0.3 but 1.39. The 

extreme drop to 0.3 per 100.000 in the UK is a result of the method of recording and does not reflect 

the real case number of murdered victims. . 455 murdered victims in England and Wales (E&W) are 

missing in the table, maybe even more, if the numbers for Scotland and Northern Ireland are also 

incorrect. 

Country Homicide rate per 100.000 
population23 

UK: Scotland 2,14 

UK: Northern Ireland 1,52 

UK:  England and Wales1 1,35 

                                                           

 

22
 Injuries in the European Union, EuroSafe 2013 

23
 National Statistic by gov.uk, 2010-2011 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/data_collection/docs/idb_report_2013_en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/homicides-firearm-offences-and-intimate-violence-2010-to-2011-supplementary-volume-2-to-crime-in-england-and-wales-2010-to-2011


 

  
Contact author: katja@triebel.de © 2015 Katja Triebel 

 

  

21 Report:                                    Firearms in Europe 

The Government of UK does not hide these facts. Everybody can look in the National Statistics and 

also read the following annotation: "455 suspects in 2010/11 in England&Wales have not been 

reported to Eurostat as court proceedings were not completed by 18 October 2011". 

Table 1.10  Suspects convicted of homicide by type of homicide: England and Wales, 1997 to 2010/11
24 

Numbers  England and Wales, Recorded crime 

Year 
offence 
initially 

recorded 

Total indicted 

for homicide 

Convicted of homicide 

Total Murder Section 2 
manslaughter 

Other 
manslaughter 

Infanticide 

1997 709 509 250 47 209 3 

1997/98 713 524 236 51 233 4 

1998/99 752 529 256 41 225 7 

1999/00 783 532 279 27 225 1 

2000/01 802 576 290 18 263 5 

2001/02 858 664 329 19 315 1 

2002/03 860 623 343 15 265 - 

2003/04 890 642 364 21 256 1 

2004/05 892 669 396 24 248 1 

2005/06
  
 765 595 378 24 192 1 

2006/07
  
 772 568 341 37 189 1 

2007/08 835 622 361 33 228 - 

2008/09  701 514 303 29 181 1 

2009/10 503 395 240 21 134 - 

2010/11 
2
 219 185 106 8 69 2 

 

  

                                                           

 

24
 National Statistic by gov.uk, 2010-2011 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/homicides-firearm-offences-and-intimate-violence-2010-to-2011-supplementary-volume-2-to-crime-in-england-and-wales-2010-to-2011
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Table 1a  Homicide rate per 100.000 population for 15 European Union in 2011 (same source) 

 

Country Homicide rate per 100.000 population 

Finland 2,34 

UK: Scotland 2,14 

Ireland 2,00 

Belgium 1,97 

Luxembourg 1,61 

UK: Northern Ireland 1,52 

Portugal 1,46 

France 1,37 

UK: England and Wales1 1,35 

Denmark 1,22 

Italy 1,13 

Sweden 1,06 

Greece 1,04 

Netherlands 1,02 

Spain 1,02 

Germany 0,84 

Austria 0,61 

1
 Eurostat calculated this figure using the recorded crime returns, not the Homicide Index. If 

the Homicide Index was used, the figure would be slightly lower. 

 

The average rate of homicide is 1.3 per 100 000 for males and 0.7 for females (the average for both 

sexes is 1.0). The most common means in homicides are sharp objects as knives (Figure 9.1).  

 

Due to the more than 455 homicide victims missing from the UK statistics, which represent 10% of 

total EU15 fatalities, the average rate for both sexes is slightly higher than 1.0.  
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Firearms had been misused in 17% for of assaults with fatalities (Figure 9.1). 

 

The peak in homicide rate for babies (under one year of age) of both sexes highlights the grave 

problem of fatal child abuse όάƳŀƭǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ фΦнύΦ 

 

The highest proportion of adolescent homicide victims (15 to 24 years) can be found in the categories 

άǎƘŀǊǇ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎέ όмп҈ύ ŀƴŘ άŦƛǊŜŀǊƳ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜέ όмо҈ύ όCƛƎǳǊŜ фΦо). 
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To improve the mortality data coverage, it would be useful to conduct specific studies on homicides 

through other complementary data (police, media, etc.), and to better identify and code homicides. 

Non-fatal injuries 

Data from hospital emergency departments provide valuable insight into the current problems of 

interpersonal violence, e.g. by monitoring the basic epidemiological patterns by means of a specific 

άL5. ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƳƻŘǳƭŜέΥ 

¶ The average proportion of intentional injuries due to interpersonal violence in the EU IDB sample is 

ŀōƻǳǘ п҈ όL5. ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ άŀǎǎŀǳƭǘέ ƻǊ άƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέΤ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦнύΤ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ м҈ ό!ǳǎǘǊƛŀύ 

ǘƻ мл҈ ό[ŀǘǾƛŀύ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ L5. ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άL5. ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƳƻŘǳƭŜέΦ 

¶ !ƭǘŜǊŎŀǘƛƻƴ όάǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜέύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ frequently mentioned context of assault. 

¶ Within this category, as well as in all other categories, adolescent victims between 15 and 24 

years are clearly over-represented compared to their share of 12% of the population. 

¶ Except for sexual assault (91% of victims are women), the vast majority of interpersonal violence 

victims are male. 

¶ !ƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ άǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƳŀƭŜ όфн ҈ύΦ нп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

perpetrators are adolescents (15-24 years) and 68% are adults. 

¶ The relation of the victim to the perpetrator is stated as intimate (spouse or partner) in 19%, as 

ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴ нл҈Σ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ рл҈ ƻŦ άǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜέ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ 

Underreporting of violence 

There is abundant evidence of the substantial extent to which violence that results in injury is neither 

investigated nor reported by the police.  

 

Underreporting of gun shots wounds is rare as physicians are obliged to report them. 
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6.2. Homicide rates by Eurostat (2002-2008) 

Eurostat wrote: .25 

Homicide is fairly universally reported because of its seriousness, and definitions vary less between 

countries than for some other types of crime, so that the figures may be regarded as more comparable 

between countries than for other types of crime. Unlike other offences, the counting unit for homicide 

is normally the victim (rather than the case). 

Country 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 Country City City 

Austria 65 50 59 54 60 45 46 0.61 Vienna 1.06 

Belgium 323 230 267 222 224 207 194 1.97 Brussels 3.20 

Bulgaria 255 247 240 196 183 169 172 2.27 Sofia 2.09 

Czech Republic 234 232 227 186 231 196 202 2.03 Prague 3.06 

Denmark 58 82 60 70 45 76 79 1.22 Copenhagen 1.58 

Germany 914 820 809 804 727 692 656 0.84 Berlin 1.31 

Estonia 142 147 91 113 91 93 84 6.60 Tallinn 6.04 

Ireland 59 52 46 65 68 85 89 2.00 Dublin 2.26 

Greece 108 122 109 127 109 115 118 1.04 Athens 1.11 

Spain 564 587 520 518 476 482 408 1.02 Madrid 1.30 

France 1.119 987 990 976 879 826 839 1.37 Paris 1.49 

Italy 691 765 767 648 663 685 654 1.13 Rome 1.20 

Cyprus 3 15 15 15 12 11 9 1.37 Lefkosia 1.75 

Latvia 207 220 199 127 148 117 119 : Riga : 

Lithuania 316 385 356 404 302 284 304 8.76 Vilnius 8.28 

Luxembourg 4 3 2 4 9 7 7 1.61 Luxembourg 3.98 

Hungary 203 228 209 164 175 137 147 1.52 Budapest 1.45 

Malta 5 0 7 4 0 4 6 0.81 Valletta 0.00 

Netherlands 224 247 223 197 159 164 176 1.02 Amsterdam 3.14 

Poland 716 663 633 555 490 525 460 1.29 Warsaw 1.92 

                                                           

 

25
 Eurostat, Crime and Criminal Justice 58/2010 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/3433488/5565864/KS-SF-10-058-EN.PDF/f9383771-bef1-4844-a142-2340e3235094?version=1.0
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Portugal 119 149 144 135 155 185 124 1.46 Lisbon 0.64 

Romania 563 551 516 453 438 416 493 2.08 Bucharest 1.10 

Slovenia 29 21 29 20 12 24 11 0.78 Ljubljana 0.50 

Slovakia 128 146 122 106 89 89 94 1.68 Bratislava 3.12 

Finland 131 103 144 114 111 127 132 2.34 Helsinki 2.01 

Sweden 99 83 109 81 93 114 82 1.06 Stockholm : 

UK: 
England&Wale
s 

1.047 904 868 764 758 774 662 1.35 London 2.17 

UK: Scotland 128 109 138 101 122 111 97 2.14 Edinburgh 1.86 

UK: Northern 
Ireland 

45 33 41 29 24 30 26 1.52 Belfast 2.12 

Croatia 88 76 89 76 75 66 74 1.61 Zagreb 1.36 

EU Candidate countries 

Macedonia 60 70 49 49 45 42 36 2.01 Skopje 3.30 

Turkey 5.683 5.308 4986 4.973 4.763 3.080 2.751 4.96 Ankara 4.21 

EU Potential Candidate countries 

Albania : : : : : : 139 4.38 Tirana : 

Montenegro 27 20 14 22 25 10 23 3.09 Podgorica : 

Serbia 200 176 164 157 160 182 145 2.19 Belgrade 2.92 

EFTA/EEA countries 

Iceland 4 0 3 3 0 2 0 0.22 Reykjavik 0.51 

Liechtenstein 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.94 Vaduz 0.00 

Norway 46 51 36 33 33 30 34 0.69 Oslo 1.76 

Switzerland 86 73 79 75 60 51 54 0.73 Berne 1.3 

Red marks for higher rates than average, green marks for smaller rates than average of 1.0-1.5 
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6.3. Homicide rates in detail in Scandinavia (2003-2006) 

 

In Chapter 3.1. I introduced the Scandinavian ISEC study26 - co-founded by the EU - which looked in 

detail to more than 1.500 homicides of 2003 to 2006. Their main findings of their introduction: 

¶ Sweden has the lowest and Finland the highest homicide rate with Netherlands in the middle 

¶ Homicides in Finland and Sweden are often characterized by acquainted men killing each other in 

situations where alcohol is an important factor. 

¶ In the Netherlands a larger proportion of homicides were associated with a criminal milieu, with 

slightly younger perpetrators, a higher proportion of homicides committed outdoors with firearms 

and a lower clearance rate. 

¶ In all three countries the victims and perpetrators are largely characterized by being males born in the 

same country that the crime took place in. 

¶  A large proportion of these men are between the ages of 25 and 64. 

¶ Similarities between the three countries include the time of the homicides (predominantly at night-

time) and what day of the week they occur (mainly during weekends). 

Some interesting further information (page 40 ff) 

¶ In general, homicide rates were higher in large cities than in rural regions; they were particularly high 

in the metropolitan regions of Amsterdam, The Hague and Rotterdam. The homicide rate in Rotterdam 

was 74 per cent higher than the Dutch national homicide rate 

¶ In Finland and Sweden, homicides were concentrated to a much higher degree in private locations than 

in the Netherlands, where homicides committed outdoors were more common. 

¶ The rate of street violence-related homicides was 2.5 times higher in the Netherlands. 

¶ Homicides against women were concentrated to a much higher degree to private locations. 

¶ 15 to 29-year-olds had the lowest percentage of victims killed in the domestic sphere, but the highest 

percentage of victims of street violence. 

¶ The majority of women were killed by their partners, while most men were killed by acquaintances. 

¶ In all three countries, women killed mainly their intimate partners or ex-partners. 

¶ In Sweden, about 45 per cent of the  perpetrators had been drinking alcohol and about one third were 

described as alcoholics. In Finland more than 50 per cent had been drinking, and more than 40 per cent 

were described as alcoholics. (No data for the Netherlands). 

¶ Medical care in homicides reached only 19% in Sweden and 8% in Finland. (No data for NL). 

¶ In Finland, 73 per cent of the principal perpetrators were arrested before the end of the next day from 

when the crime was reported, and in Sweden the equivalent figure was 62 per cent. In the Netherlands, 

the figure is only 28 per cent. 

¶ In contrast to Finland (4:4), victims who were born in a foreign country were overrepresented in the 

Netherlands(43:11) and Sweden (20:14) , compared to their representation in the general population. 

Ganpat & Liem found that among criminal homicides, two-thirds of the perpetrators and 70 per cent of 

the victims were born outside the Netherlands.  

                                                           

 

26
 Homicide in Finland, the Netherlands and Sweden, EHM, 2011 

http://www.optula.om.fi/material/attachments/optula/julkaisut/tutkimuksia-sarja/8It9S2hqZ/259_Granath_et_al_2011.pdf
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6.4. Historical trends in violent crime (1300-2000) 

 

The major findings of the EHM study (see 3.1) and Eurosafe's report  (4.1.) have a lot of significant 

similarities with the findings of Manuel Eisner. Eisner, Professor of Comparative and Developmental 

Criminology and Deputy Director of the University of Cambridge Institute of Criminology, studied the 

history of crime from the thirteenth century until the end of the twentieth. 27 This is a very short 

summary about his work. The following tables and figures and italic phrases are copies of his study. 

The data suggest a dramatic drop in the fifteenth century and in the twentieth century. The first drop 

may reflect missing or different sources. For the second drop medical technology have had a major 

impact. Deaths which occur within the first two hours after the injury may not be cured by modern 

medical treatment. But most of the deaths occurring after twenty-four hours can now be prevented. 

 

6.4.1 Offenders 

Over 800 years the proportion of women committing violent crime (homicide, assault, robbery) was 

hardly ever above 15 percent and typically ranged between 5 and 12 percent. The same appears with 

the age of the offenders. Over several centuries the sex differences and age differences of the 

offenders have remained more or less constant. 

  

                                                           

 

27
 Long-Term Historical Trends in Violent Crime, Manuel Eisner, 2003 

http://soci.ucalgary.ca/brannigan/sites/soci.ucalgary.ca.brannigan/files/long-term-historical-trends-of-violent-crime.pdf

